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Democratic Party, which was constituted in 1897 as a legal organi-
zation, a fact in itself significant of the party having nothing to do
with the insurrectionary spirit. The National Democrats had with
them the bulk of educated Polish opinion. Their immediate
objective was autonomy—partial not complete independence.
THE LEADERS—PILSUDSKI
The two main currents of Polish politics were associated with
and directed by great leaders. Poland was fortunate in having
among her sons four men of outstanding ability and character.
One was indubitably a man of genius and, as events proved, the
greatest of them all: Joseph Pilsudski. The others were men of
talent and force. Foremost among them was Roman Dmowski,
the chief of the National Democrats. Next came Ladislas Leopold
Jaworski, a Professor of Cracow, and the head of the Conservative
Poles in Austria. The fourth was Ignace Daszynski, the leader of
the Polish Socialists in Austrian Poland; he presided over the
Socialist delegation from all Poland at the Brussels Socialist
Congress in 1891. In the following year Pilsudski made the
acquaintance of Dmowski at Warsaw, but was not attracted by
the programme of the National Democrats. He decided to throw
in his lot with the Socialists in Russian Poland for the reason that
they were insurrectionists, most of them being prepared to fight
to the death like himself for the Liberation of Poland.
At a meeting of the Polish Socialist Party held near Vilna in
1893 Pilsudski was recognized as one of the leaders of the Socialist
movement. In time all the Polish Socialists fell into line behind
him. While the World War was running its terrific course Pil-
sudski came to be regarded as incarnating one of the main currents
of Polish political thought, and Dmowski stood out as the typical
representative of the other. An antagonism developed between
them which had a profound influence on subsequent events.
A ROMANCE OF HISTORY
The life of Joseph Pilsudski must be considered one of the
most romantic in history. An idealist, a romantic himself in mind,
but a realist in practice, he believed in the virtue of arms and the

